
 
VIII. Mangalyam Tharanam - 

The Thaali Ceremony:
Nicole returns to the momentous event of the 

marriage ceremony. The priest blesses the 
Thaali Kodi and hands it to Sarvin who 

stands up and ties the Thaali Kodi around 
Nicole’s neck next to the vibrant beat of 

drums and Nadaswaram. 
 

Saffron coloured rice and flowers are 
showered upon the couple by family and 

friends. Sarvin places the red saffron on the 
knot of Thaali Kodi and on Nicole’s forehead. 

The couple then exchange garlands. 
 
 
 

IX. Agnihomam and Saptapadhi - Circling The Holy Fire & 7 Steps: 
Along with the Tholan who leads the way, the couple hold hands and 

circumambulate the ceremonial fire, along with the Tholi. During the first 
round, the couple will take 7 steps, known as the Saptapadhi - marriage 

vows promising each other a lifetime of harmony, friendship and equality. 
 

Each step signifies a specific promise which the couple make to each other, 
as below:

 
1st step: The start of their journey through life as a married couple
2nd step: For strength and togetherness in times of joy and sorrow

3rd step: For knowledge and prosperity
4th step: For joy and happiness together

5th step: For our children, longevity and spiritual growth
6th step: For the joys of all seasons

7th step: For everlasting love
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank you for travelling the distance 
to join us in our marriage celebration. You have 

brought love, laughter and happiness in our lives and 
we are honoured to share this day with you. We look 
forward to many more special moments with you in 

the future. 

I. Welcoming the Guests:
Guests are welcomed with fragrant 
rose water, lightly sprinkled upon 

them. Sandalwood paste, red 
saffron and sweets are offered to 

the guests so that all words, 
thoughts and relationships will be 

sweet on this auspicious day. 
 

II. Welcoming the Groom:  
Sarvin’s family and friends arrive 
and are greeted at the entrance. 

Sarvin along with his wedding 
entourage proceed to the 

manavarai (wedding dais) where 
the Priest awaits to perform the 

ceremony. 
 

The priest begins the ceremony and 
invokes Lord Ganesha (the remover 

of all obstacles) for his blessings 
and protection. 

 
Three married ladies perform the 
sowing of the Navadhanyam (9 

varieties of coloured grains) in an 
earthen pot. This is to ensure the 

fertility of the union. The priest then 
requests the same ladies to bring 
the Agni (sacred fire), the main 

witness and purifier of the wedding 
rites, to ensure the wedding 

proceeds unimpeded. 
 

Sarvin & NicoleSarvin & Nicole  
We thank you for joining us on this auspicious day! 
Here are some delightful details of the rituals for a 

Hindu wedding ceremony. 

 
 

X. Nalangu: 
The couple compete for items placed in a pot 

of water, as a playful reminder of the 
compromises they must make for each other. 

 
XI. Metti:

The bride puts her foot on a stone to show that 
their marriage will be as stable as that stone. 
The groom will put a toe ring on her as a sign 

of marriage. 
 

V. Arrival of the Bride:
 Nicole is led to the manavarai by 
her Tholi (Ritya), her family and 
bridesmaids and takes her place 
on the right side of the groom. 

 
VI. Samanthi Ubacharam -

Greeting of the In-Laws:
The parents greet each other by 

sprinkling scented water and 
applying the sandalwood paste 
and red saffron on each other’s 

forehead. 
 

VII. Kannihaadhanam - 
Giving Away of the Bride:

Nicole’s father gives her away to 
Sarvin, in the presence of Sarvin’s 
parents. The priest proclaims the 
names of both Nicole and Sarvin 
and calls upon three generations 
of ancestors to bless the union. 

 
The father of the bride then 
places Nicole’s hands in the 

palms of Sarvin. 
Exchange of gifts occurs between 

the in-laws. 
 
 

XII. Aaseervatham - The Blessings:
The priest blesses the newlyweds followed 
by the parents, relatives and friends, by 
sprinkling saffron coloured rice on ther 

knees, shoulders and head. 
To conclude the ceremony, two married 

ladies perform the aalathi (a tray 
containing turmeric water and a piece of lit 
camphor) for the couple before they leave 
the manavarai. This is to ward off the evil 

eye.
 

#nicforthevin

III. Welcoming of the Bride:
Nicole’s family and friends arrive 
and are greeted at the entrance. 
Nicole will proceed with the same 
religious rites. Her aunts will also 

perform the sowing of the 
Navadhanyam. They will also 

bring the Agni for the ceremony. 
 

IV. Arrival of the Groom: 
Prior to Sarvin’s arrival to the 

manavarai, the Tholan (Wei Jie) 
will wash his feet and is 

presented with a gold ring. 
Sarvin’s grand entrance to the 

wedding dais is accompanied by 
his family and groomsmen. 


